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Decisions are made at national level that directly influence local authorities, especially 
economic planning. Some of the most strategic documents to be aware of which are also 
worth making submissions to if/when the time comes are detailed below.

The National Risk Assessment has been developed by the Department of the 
Taoiseach as an annual process to identify the significant strategic risks facing the country. 
https://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/News/Government_Press_Releases/
Government_publishes_the_National_Risk_Assessment_2017.html

How can Clare generate policy that will facilitate community resilience to these risks?

Strategic Geopolitical Risks   
• Departure of the UK from the EU  
• Instability in Northern Ireland and changes to constitutional makeup of the UK
• Future direction and stability of the EU
• Changing distribution of global influence and move away from a rules-based 

system 
• Terrorist incidents and armed conflicts

Strategic Economic Risks
• Changes to international trading environment
• Impact of Brexit on vulnerable sectors of economy
• Vulnerabilities in the euro area and monetary policy uncertainties
• Loss of competitiveness
• Vulnerabilities in the banking system
• Over-reliance on multinational corporations and unfavourable international tax 

changes
Strategic Social Risks
• Human capital and skills needs
• Failure to respond to demographic changes
• Expenditure expectations
• Social cohesion and political stability
• Migration and integration
• Increases in chronic diseases

Strategic Environmental Risks
• Climate change
• Ensuring an affordable, sustainable and diverse energy supply 
• Under-investment in infrastructure
• Under-supply of housing
• Food safety

Strategic Technological Risks
• Disruption to critical information infrastructure and networks 

https://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/News/Government_Press_Releases/Government_publishes_the_National_Risk_Assessment_2017.html
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• Data fraud and theft
• Disruptive technology trends
• Nuclear contamination
• Major pandemics 
• Anti-microbial resistance

Appreciating the role of the environment in sustainable development may help identify that 
strengthening and protecting our environment helps support a cohesive, resilient society 
that in turn can function and support a thriving economy. The more local the supply chain 
the better for the environment while building in an ability to bounce back from whatever 
risk becomes a crisis.  

National Economic Dialogue is an opportunity to consider how to make best use of 
the available resources in the interests of all citizens. The aim is to foster discussion on 
how to best sustain and strengthen the recovery while taking account of the many 
competing economic and social priorities within the limited fiscal space http://
budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2018/NED2017.aspx
Keep an eye on the agenda, the workshop themes and conversations. Try to attend

Capital Plan - Spending Strategy was published in 2015, set out a six year framework 
for substantial infrastructural investment in Ireland out to 2021. Clare made a submission 
to the Mid-Term Review of Capital Plan 2017. Who wrote it? Who was involved? 

. 1.1  The Capital Plan set out a six year framework for substantial infrastructural 
investment in Ireland out to 2021. Total state backed investment under the Plan 
amounts to €42 billion over the period. A core principle of the current Plan is to 

http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2018/NED2017.aspx
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adopt a clearly prioritised approach to capital spending underpinning medium-term 
growth potential that ensures delivery of value for money. 

. 1.2  The objective of this consultation is to ascertain the views of the public and key 
stakeholders on what our national infrastructure priorities should be in the context of 
the Mid-Term Review of the Capital Plan. 

http://www.per.gov.ie/en/capital-investment-plan-2016-2021/

National Planing Framework Ireland 2040 includes a vision and strategy that is 
supported by a series of National Policy Objectives and will be aligned with the 
Government’s ten year National Investment Plan. The National Planning Framework seeks 
to: 
• Guide the future development of Ireland, taking into account a projected 1 million 

increase in our population, the need to create 660,000 additional jobs to achieve full 
employment and a need for 550,000 more homes by 2040;

• Enable people to live closer to where they work, moving away from the current 
unsustainable trends of increased commuting;

• Secure more compact forms of urban development in all types of settlements.
• Regenerate rural Ireland by promoting environmentally sustainable growth patterns;
• Plan for and implement a better distribution of regional growth, in terms of jobs and 

prosperity;
• Transform settlements of all sizes through imaginative urban regeneration and bring life 

/ jobs back into cities, towns and villages;
• Co-ordinate delivery of infrastructure and services in tandem with growth, through 

joined-up NPF/National Investment Plan and consistent sectoral plans, which will help 
to manage this growth and tackle congestion and quality of life issues.

http://npf.ie

Bioeconomy – the part of the economy that uses renewable resources from land and 
sea. Submissions are invited on the document, which will inform a National Policy 
Statement to drive developments in the area. 
The National Mitigation Plan, Action Plan for Jobs and Action Plan for Rural Development 
all contain commitments to the strategic development of Ireland’s bioeconomy. 
The consultation is closed however for insight the discussion document is here https://
www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publications/
Publications_2017/170727_Bioeconomy_Discussion_Document.pdf

Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill
To streamline the development consent process for the foreshore including, inter alia, the 
integration of certain parts of the foreshore consent process (under the Foreshore Act 
1933) with the existing on-land planning system 

Action Plan for Jobs https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Action-Plan-for-Jobs-2017.html

Action Plan for Rural Development https://www.chg.gov.ie/rural/rural-development/

Commitment to Public Participation has become integral to policy preparation and 
planning. However comprehensive public participation is a relatively new commitment 
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and completely under-resourced. It is worth knowing what commitments and infrastructure 
exist and will inevitably become more prominent in policy formation.

Public Participation Networks http://drcd.gov.ie/community/public-participation-networks/
Clare PPN http://clareppn.ie
Open Government Partnership http://www.per.gov.ie/en/open-government-partnership-
ogp/
Aarhus Convention - the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters https://
www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/aarhus-convention/frequently-asked-
questions/Pages/default.aspx

Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 provides the statutory 
basis for the national transition objective laid out in the national policy position https://
www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/legislation/Pages/Climate-Action-and-Low-Carbon-
Development-Act-2015.aspx


National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(2014) The National Policy Position establishes the fundamental national objective of 
achieving transition to a competitive, low carbon, climate-resilient and environmentally 
sustainable economy by 2050. https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/publications/
Pages/National-Policy-Position.aspx

The National Mitigation Plan 2017 represents an initial step to set us on a pathway to 
achieve the level of decarbonisation required. It is a whole-of-Government Plan, reflecting 
in particular the central roles of the key Ministers responsible for the sectors covered by 
the Plan – Electricity Generation, the Built Environment, Transport and Agriculture, as well 
as drawing on the perspectives and responsibilities of a range of other Government 
Departments https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/mitigation-reducing-
ireland%27s-greenhouse-gas-emissions/national-mitigation-plan/Pages/default.aspx

The National Adaptation Framework(NAF) will outline the national strategy to reduce 
the vulnerability of the country to the negative effects of climate change and to avail of 
positive impacts. https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/adapting-to-climate-
change/national-adaptation-framework/Pages/default.aspx

The Climate Change Advisory Council is an independent advisory body tasked with 
assessing and advising on how Ireland is making the transition to a low carbon, climate 
resilient and environmentally sustainable economy by 2050. The Council will work to 
provide contributions in critiquing, informing and shaping Ireland’s response to climate 
change. Keep an eye on developments here http://www.climatecouncil.ie


The Citizens Assembly recommendations for climate action https://
www.citizensassembly.ie/en/Meetings/-Ballot-Results.pdf 

Influential reports of note - EPA Environmental Protection Agency, NESC 
National Economic and Social Council

EPA 
State of the Environment
http://www.epa.ie/irelandsenvironment/stateoftheenvironmentreport/
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Factsheet on Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change
https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/indicators/epa_factsheet_greenhouse_v2.pdf

NESC publications
Moving Towards the Circular Economy in Ireland
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-reports/moving-towards-the-circular-
economy-irish-case-studies/

The Dynamics of Environmental Sustainability and Local Development: Aquaculture
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-reports/sustainable-development-in-
irish-aquaculture/

Valuing Nature: Perspectives and Issues 
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-research-series/valuing-nature/


Nature’s Values: From Intrinsic to Instrumental 
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-research-series/natures-value/


Housing Supply and Land: Driving Public Action For The Common Good
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-reports/report142-housing-supply-
land/

Jobless Households: An Exploration of the Issues
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-reports/jobless-households-an-
exploration-of-the-issues/

NESC Secretariat Paper 06 (2013) Employment and Enterprise Policy 
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-secretariat-papers/nesc-
secretariat-paper-06-2013-employment-and-enterprise-policy/


NESC Secretariat Paper 07 (2013) Greening the Economy: Challenges and 
Possibilities for Integrating Sustainability into Core Government Policy 
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-secretariat-papers/nesc-
secretariat-paper-07-2013-greening-the-economy-challenges-and-possibilities-for-
integrating-sustainability-into-core-government-policy/


The Burren Life Programme: An Overview
http://www.nesc.ie/en/publications/publications/nesc-research-series/burren-life/
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